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NEWS RELEASE
(Editor's Note: This is part of a packet of stories about a major international conference on the
rights of children being held at the University of Dayton March 2-3 as part of UD's
sesquicentennial celebration.)
PROFESSOR WORKS TO ILLUMINATE THE PLIGHT OF THE 'INVISIBLE PEOPLE,'
BRINGS ELDERS AND YOUTH FROM INDIAN RESERVATION TO CAMPUS
DAYTON, Ohio - For the last two summers Mary Anne Angel has camped out in her
van and lived among the Lakota Sioux Indians on an isolated, impoverished reservation in
South Dakota, where she has helped in the filming of oral histories for a proposed PBS
documentary.
It started out as an academic pursuit. It's turned into a journey that's helped her find
herself- and instilled a deep desire to illuminate the plight of "these invisible people.'' A
decade ago she discovered that her own grandmother was a full-blooded Cherokee who hid her
heritage out of a desire to be assimilated into American society.
"I'm very passionate about these people and this culture," says Angel, a lecturer in the
University of Dayton's communication department and a doctoral candidate in UD's School of
Education and Allied Professions.
Angel's journey has come full circle. On March 1, as a prelude to UD's international
conference on children's rights, she's bringing a group of nine American Indian youth and elders
from the Standing Rock Indian Reservation in South Dakota to campus to counsel with middle
school, high school and college students about the critical issues facing today's youth. Members
of the Miami Valley Council for NativeAmericans will also participate in the "Circle of Light"
exchange, which will be filmed by independent filmmaker David Weinkauf for "A Gift for
Takoja." It's a proposed PBS special that will offer a glimpse of American Indian culture
through the stories of its elders.
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The "Circle of Light" initiative is the latest link between Dayton and the Indian
reservation. For the past eight years, Guy Jones, founder of the Miami Valley Council for Native
Americans, has delivered clothing, school supplies and computers donated by area residents
and businesses. Standing Rock Reservation, with an 86 percent unemployment rate, is home to
5,800 American Indians, according to Angel, noting that most are direct descendants of such
well-known historical figures as Sitting Bull and Crazy Horse.
Aware of the plight of children on Indian reservations, Angel worked to give them a
voice at UD' s conference. The conference, "A Question of Conscience: Making a Better Life for
All Children/' will address such international issues as children in armed conflict, the murder of
street children, juvenile justice, education and health care, children living in poverty, and the
economic and sexual exploitation of children. The capstone: the presentation of the Monsignor
Oscar Romero Award for Leadership in Service to Human Rights to Bruce Harris, an
internationally known human rights activist who has fought against child labor in Mexico, baby
snatching in Guatemala and child prostitution in Costa Rica.
Angel says people don't have to look very far in the U.S. to find horrifying tales
involving youth- and often they're unreported. "Whert I went out to the reservation, I learned
about hate crimes against American Indians, about execution-style slayings of young men on the
reservations. You never hear about this. I did not meet a single family not touched by violence
or murder or suicide. It's that prevalent."
American Indian children are among the nation's most at-risk kids. "American Indian
youth are at the top of all statistics when you look at poverty, abuse, suicide, depression,
alcoholism," she says. "The incidence of suicide among American Indian youth is nearly three
times that of the national rate. Over 36 percent of American Indian youth drop out of school the highest percentage among all racial and ethnic groups in the country. The death rate for
American Indian adolescents is twice that of other adolescents.
"They're the invisible people."
In an ali-day story-telling session in Virginia W. Kettering Hall on campus, American
Indians will talk about their lives with youth from UD, Central State University, Wilberforce
University, Meadowdale High School in Dayton, Van Buren Middle School in Kettering and
Valley High School in Lucasville. "It'll be a cross-generational, cross-cultural dialogue/' Angel
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says. The day will end with a traditional pow wow, with "drumming and singing and
dancing."
Several youth and elder delegates will spend an extra week in Angel's Xenia home and
visit such schools as Our Lady of Mercy, Our Lady of the Rosary and Fairmont High School to
speak on topics ranging from Sioux history and culture to Native American spirituality.
When Angel first traveled to Standing Rock Indian Reservation, she thought "it would be
a one-shot deal. I'd do my research, get my credits and get out." Instead, a family "adopted"
her as one of their own and she became fascinated with the people and the culture. Despite
living in poverty in a small, crowded house, the family opened their hearts to her- and to any
children on the reservation who needed a "safe place" to stay or a meal. There was always
food on the stove, just in case someone was hungry.
"It was like I had come home. I had found myself," says Angel, who only realized when

she was an adult about her own Indian heritage. "These people have done so much for me.
They've impacted my life in such a way that I feel reborn. There's been a physical and an
emotional transformation that has not gone unnoticed by others," she says.
"Everyone should experience another culture- not so much about what it teaches you
about the culture, but about yourself."
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For media interviews, contact Mary Anne Angel at (937) 229-2548 or
Mary.Angel@notes.udayton.edu. For interviews about the conference, contact Mark Ensalaco
at (937) 229-2761.

